Cloud Computing (110 pts.)
In this week’s brief exercise, we will dig a bit deeper into cloud computing especially as it relates to geographic information systems (GIS). Let’s get started.

1) Read the PDF documents included in this week’s exercise folder. 
2) 10 pts. Refer back to these documents and write a brief summary here describing what you consider the take-home message from one of these papers (reference the specific paper you are writing about).



3) 5 pts. Visit https://www.gislounge.com/learn-about-gis-in-the-cloud/ and read the article.  What new aaS environments did you learn about?




4) 10 pts. Describe three ways in which cloud computing differs from more traditional virtual machine (VM) environments.



5) 25 pts. “New” and “different” is often considered synonymous with “better”.  Do you think cloud computing is inherently better than standard servers or VM’s?  Defend your answer in approximately 200 words. 




6) 10 pts. The world of super computing is constantly changing and there is a friendly –and expensive—competition to see who has the biggest supercomputer in the world.  These top 10 super computers are sometimes referred to as Big Iron.  Find out for yourself who has the top five biggest and most powerful super computers in the world and list them here (along with the source where you found your information).



This is the last exercise in the semester and next week will be devoted to review and preparing for the final exam.  To prepare, review the material covered throughout the entire semester and write good four exam questions you think would be good to see on the final exam (5pts each).

7) 5 pts. Exam question #1




8) 5 pts. Exam question #2




9) 5 pts. Exam question #3




10) 5 pts. Exam question #4




11) 10 pts. Paraphrase what happened in this presentation and exercise.





12) 10 pts. State what you learned in this exercise.




13) 10 pts. How do you feel about this experience (e.g., comfortable, confused, etc.)?




CHALLENGE EXERCISE (20 pts)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Watch the TECH talk video presented by former Idaho Geographic Information Officer (GIO), Mike Woodford title Connecting GIS.  During this video watch for connections between GIS and the emerging cloud SaaS environment.  Write a 150-200 word response to this video presenting your ideas relative to those discussed by Mike Woodford.  The video is about 30 minutes in length and can be accessed by clicking  https://youtu.be/lwQDb2oTzQ0 

Enter your response here:
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