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-E 4 08 Major Findings:
Introduction: 55 . . Un-watered i -Sagebrush seedlings were always further from surrounding
: ; £ 2 2 =\ Waturad . vegetation than random points in the two most recent burn years,
*Despite the importance of fire to sagebrush steppe, patterns & 4 . and when the surrounding vegetation was forbs (Fig 1).
and mechanisms of plant community succession following 22 Ep4
fire are not well understood for this ecosystem. Be W i a ? *Seedlings did not prefer any particular cardinal orientation to
g b E adjacent vegetation. There were no significant differences within
*The objective of this research was to determine how 3E o . = s years for herbs or shrubs (Fig 2).
interactions with surrounding vegetation might affect the a8 : . e : e :
establishment of sagebrush seedlings after fire. E -+ Shrub 00 4= y 4 ~Total biomass of seedlings increased with greater distance from
25| o Fob \ i 15 5 B surrounding vegetation (Fig 3A). Supplemental watering increased
+A better understanding of sagebrush recruitment could help a= v Grass | this effect. R:S ratios of seedlings decreased with greater distance
e el 'R g
s il Izt d - Years since burn E - . ., . Seadl.lnus <5cm hdgl'ﬂ-we.re-.fmmu;pﬁmaﬂlv only in the 2002 burn
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1. Differences (4) in mean sum distance to surroundin : St : | em volumetric water content was 13.1£0.2% under sagebrush
sagebru ' seedlings 12.9: 0.3% on bare ground and 12.140.3% under grasses.
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